
Call for Proposals: Faculty Annual Research Grants, Imagine Funds 
 
This call for proposals from UMN Crookston faculty is for funding to support research and encourage 
collaboration in the areas of arts, humanities, and/or design. Please note the Imagine Fund defines eligible 
awardees as "tenured or tenure-track faculty or faculty holding full-time (100%) salaried continuous or fixed-
term appointments [with] substantially similar expectations for research accomplishments." While awardees 
must belong to that category, project teams can include those from other classifications; please describe their 
contributions in the project description. Eligible faculty may apply for awards up to a maximum of $5000. 
Proposals for amounts less than $5000 are welcome, as are collaborative cross-disciplinary proposals.  
 
Think about themes that could be developed into inter-disciplinary research projects that would meet program 
objectives, or how to collaborate with the Roger D. Moe Library or with colleagues in relevant disciplines at 
other campuses, or how to conduct community-engagement research projects. Be creative in conceptualizing 
projects! 
 
The Imagine Fund is an initiative of the Executive Vice President and Provost in the Twin Cities, established in 
2007 through a generous gift from the McKnight Foundation to provide competitive financial support for 
research and scholarship in the arts, humanities, and design at the University of Minnesota. The creation of the 
Imagine Fund was driven by a strategic commitment to increase the impact and visibility of faculty work 
centered in arts, humanities, and design. The Imagine Fund includes three award programs, one of which, the 
Faculty Annual Research Grants program, is handled independently by each University of Minnesota campus. 
See https://imaginefund.umn.edu/ for more information about eligibility, appropriate uses of funds, and policies.  
 
Proposal format 
Project description 
Briefly (~300-500 words) describe your project. What planned activities would be supported by award funds, 
and what is the disciplinary context for them? Be sure to address project significance, likely impact of the 
research, and a dissemination plan. What outcomes are anticipated from this research, and how will you work to 
disseminate your findings? Dissemination may take the form of scholarly activities such as conference 
presentations, submission-ready journal articles, or applications for external grants to leverage the impact of 
your Imagine Fund research. Depending on the nature of your project, dissemination may include multiple 
community or campus venues, including the annual faculty research showcase. In your description, explain the 
relevance and merit of your dissemination plan for your specific research project.  
 
Project timeline and budget 
Provide a timeline for your proposal's activities and expenses. Budgets must list all funds (external and internal) 
available and all expenses. Include justification or rationale for any budget items where need is not self-evident. 
If including travel in your budget, be specific and use the University per-diem rate. See the Imagine Fund 
website for information on permitted expenses. 
 
Information on previously awarded Imagine Fund awards (if applicable) 
If you have previously received Imagine Fund award(s), you must describe the work done and provide 
documentation of completion. This is a requirement of the Imagine Fund program.  
 
Proposal submissions and deadline 
Proposals are due Tuesday, March 31, by 5:00 p.m. Award funding will be released in July 2026 for use 
thereafter, and funds must be spent within a three-year period. Submit your proposal and a current CV as 
email attachments to the Interim Associate Vice Chancellor of Business, Arts, & Education, Megan Bell, at 
umnt002@crk.umn.edu.  
 
More information: Questions? Have an idea but you're unsure of how to develop it for a proposal? Want to 
consult on a draft proposal? Talk with your AVC or email Rosemary Johnsen to schedule a conversation. 
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